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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFORUSAOSF 

SUBJ: ANGOLAN RECOGNITION 

REF: STATE 265503 

GIVEN SOUTH AFRICA'S STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE MPLA, THERE 
IS NO LIKELIHOOD THAT SAG WOULD RECOGNIZE A MPLA GOVERNMENT. 
IN OUR DISCUSSIONS TO DATE, SAG HAS EXPRESSED A STRONG 
PREFERENCE FOR UNITA AND FLNA, BUT IS NOT LIKELY TO 
EXTEND RECOGNITION UNTIL SITUATION IN ANGOLA IS FURTHER 
CLARIFIED. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCE. WE HAVE NOT FORMALLY 
RAISED THE ANGOLAN RECOGNITION QUESTION. AS SITUATION 
PROGRESSES, HOWEVER, WE SHALL SEEK OPPORTUNITIES TO RAISE 
MATTER INFORMALLY TO OBTAIN SUCH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AS 
WE CAN ABOUT SAG ATTITUDES AND INTENTIONS. 
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